INTRODUCTION

Rumex nepalensis spreng.
(FamilyPolygonaceae) 1,2 is a tall robust annual or perennial herb found in temperate Himalayas form Kashmir to Bhutan and in Western Ghats, Nilgiris and Palni Hills at altitudes between 1200 and 2700. it is well known for various medicinal activities in folklore medicine.
RIALS AND METHODS
Plant material.
The roots of Rumex nepalensis were collected from Gangtok, East Sikkim, During the month of October and November. The roots were dried under shade, Pulverized by a mechanical grinder and passed through a 40-mesh sieve. The dried powdered crude drug is stored in a well-closed container for future use.
PHARMACOGNOSTICSTUDY
Macroscopical characters and other studies related to length, diameter, colour, odour, etc. were observed. Physical constants such as total ash value, acid insoluble ash value, acid soluble ash value, water soluble ash and water insoluble ash value of root were determined by pharmacopoeial methods 3 . Extractive values were determined successively starting from petroleum ether (60-80 o C), chloroform and methanol by using soxhlet extraction apparatus. The dried extractive values were determined after evaporation of the solvent under reduced pressure. The behaviour of the powdered root with different chemical reagents were studied b spot test and fluorescent characters ere also observed under UV light at 254 nm 4. Preliminary qualitative analysis of different extractives for the presence of active metabolites were also performed by using specific reagents 5, 6 .
RESULTS AN DDISCUSSIONS
The macroscopical characters of the root of Rumex nepalensis are shown in Table 1 . The physical constant values are reported in Table l physical constant values are reported in Table 2 The extractive values obtained pages 93 -96 after successive extraction along with their colour has been mentioned in Table 3 .
The results of preliminary phytochemicals tests for active constituents have been shown in Table 4 .
The presence of steroid, reducing sugar, tannin anthraquinone and saponin have been obtained in different extractives of the roots of R. Nepalensis.
The behaviour of the powdered root on treatment with different chemical reagents and fluorescence characteristics has been shown in Table 5 and Table 6 respectively.
All these observation conclusively prove the presence of anthraquinone and steroidal compounds in the petroleum ether extract. All these facts also help to fix some parameters for Pharmacognostical identification of the roots of R. nepalensis for further studies.
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